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1. Letter From Secretary General 

 
Most esteemed participants, 

It it my utmost pleasure to welcome everbody to MUNAAKAL'23,the exact organization 

that will give you a hand for you to Witness The Quality. 

As it is known very well,MUNAAKAL is the legacy of contributive vision,diligent 

efforts,testing the limits and actualizing the quality.Under this phrase,as your secretary-

general,I invite every atendee of ours to understand the nature of MUNs,develop 

yourselves in various fields,study in accordance with the goal of your committee,execute 

your task,socialize,meet new people,and lastly,enjoy our conference. 

Keeping my statements short,I thank to every each person who has positively affected to 

MUNAAKAL'23,the great legacy,without mattering how much they contribute or when 

they did. 

Hope to see everybody present and having a good process of 4 great days. 

With my regards, 

 

Eren EROĞULLARI 

Secretary-General of MUNAAKAL’23 

 

Letter From Deputy Secretary General 
 

Most Distinguished Participants, 

It is my absolute honor and pleasure to be serving as the Deputy-Secretary-General of 

MUNAAKAL’23 and I welcome you all to our conference.  

One of our biggest goals is to provide an awesome experience to the Antalya MUN 

society by holding the conference in the best possible way and giving you the chance 

to Witness The Quality.  

As your Deputy-Secretary-General, I highly encourage each of you to read your 

committee’s study guide advertently, do extra research, and try to do your best. But at 

the same time do not forget to meet new people, socialize and enjoy the conference.  

In addition, I want to express my gratitude towards my most distinguished Secretary-

General Eren Eroğulları for giving me this marvelous chance to attend as a Deputy-

Secretary-General of this conference and guiding me tirelessly on everything I need to 

know about the executive process. I would also like to thank my academic and 

organizational team for all of their efforts and every person who has contributed to the 

conference.  

If you have any questions regarding the conference or the committees please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Gülşah Dirlik 



 

1.1 Letter From Under-Secretary-General & Academic Assistant 

 

 
 

Esteemed Participants of MUNAAKAL23,  

 

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you to the Joint Crisis Committee: Unification of 

Germany. I am Ceren Kırca and I will be serving as your Under-Secretary-General 

throughout the conference. Beside me, there will be my Academic Assistant, Mert 

Cansızoğlu. We will try to be as helpful and as leading as we can before and during the 

conference.  

 

While writing this guide, Our main intention was not to inform you about historical events 

but to inform you about these events’ happening process; how they started initially, what 

happened politically, what are the after effects, etc. Also, my Academic Assistant’s Licence 

teachers were really helpful during the writing process. Especially Yunus Kobal and his 

lectures of Atatürk's Revolution History were enlightening upon the topic due to his thesis on 

History of Germany before World War I. Also, we are really thankful to Türkan Çelik and 

Erkan Zengin for answering our question on the matter down to the smallest details.  

 

Our guide may seem short to you but every detail in it is for your benefit. We hope that you 

will learn from it and use it for the best for the German Union that you will rethink as a more 

democratic, powerful and peaceful state. If you have any questions or just want extra 

information on a specific thing please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

 We want to finish our letter with an important saying of Otto von Bismarck, the most 

important founder of the German Union and Realpolitik: Although politics is not exactly a 

science, it is for sure an Art.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ceren Kırca & Mert Cansızoğlu 

                                                                           -   cerenkirca.ck@gmail.com            

mcanszoglu@icloud.com 

       

 

 

 

 



 

2. Germany Before 1871 

 
It is understood that there was no such unity before 1871, when German national unity was 

achieved, and that there was not only a German state in the area covered by today's Germany. 

In this geography, Austria and Prussia were living as two great powers. Apart from these, 

there were many principalities and city-states, large and small, some of which formed the 

states of today's Germany. In broader terms, it is possible to say the following: In 1816, 24 

million people, 21 million of whom belonged to the union, lived within the borders of 1871. 

In addition, Austria had a population of 9.5 million. This 24 million within the borders of the 

1871 Empire increased to 29 million in 1830 and 36 million in 1852. This figure reached 65 

million in 1910. This means that during the 19th century the German people more than 

doubled their population; The fact that the annual birth rate is approximately 400 000 shows 

that the German people are a multiplying people.  

 

In the years when the French Revolution took place, Germany was not affected much by this 

revolution. Although, in previous years in Germany, some people had tried to break the 

borders between the nobility and the people, and the notables welcomed the revolution in the 

West as the beginning of a new era; but unlike centralist France, this spark did not spread to 

Germany, as Germany's federalist structure prevented the spread of new ideas. In addition, 

the fact that France, the homeland of the revolution, was an enemy and an occupation force 

for Germany, played a role in reducing this effect and, on the contrary, leading to the 

emergence of a national movement against the enemy. However, Germany could not stay 

away from this wind of social change.  

 

Reforms were initiated first in the Rhine Confederation states and then in Prussia (depending 

on the names Stein, Hardenberg, Scharnhorst, W. Von Humboldt). With these reforms, it was 

desired to remove feudal barriers and realize a society with free responsibility: servitude 

would be abolished, freedom of crafts, self-government of cities, equality before the law, and 

general military service would be ensured. However, many of the reforms fell short.  

 

Citizens were not given the right to participate in law-making, only a few princes reluctantly 

accepted the constitutional order, especially in southern Germany. During this period, 

Germany (the alliance of Prussia, Austria, England, Russia and Sweden) won the war against 

Napoleon and the new order of Europe was determined in 1814/15 with a congress convened 

in Vienna. The main winner of this congress was England. From the point of view of 

universal history, from the Congress of Vienna to the First World War, England's dominance 

in the seas of the world is seen.  

 

The reflection of this situation on continental Europe could also be with the system of 

equivalent powers. In order to prevent a new hegemony attempt of France, England united 

the French border with Holland, Austria Niederland and Luxembourg in the north under the 

Orange Dynasty throne, and consolidated Austria's position in Northern Italy in the south. In 

this system, Austria was the natural partner of England. In accordance with this congress, the 



 

"German (Germanic) Confederation" was established, consisting of Prussia, Austria and 

many principalities and free cities. Prussia was included in this confederation under the rule 

of Austria with only one region.  

 

The period after the 1815 Congress of Vienna was marked by the 1848 March Inkiläbi. The 

period between these two dates is called "Vormlirz" (Before March). Vormärz is an uneasy 

period due to the lack of state unity in Germany. In addition, the French Revolution began to 

show its effects in this period, and humanist and libertarian ideas found increasing support 

among citizens. In this period, England was known as the model country of parliamentary 

democracy, while there was no trace of this in the German Confederation. The press was 

restricted, dissidents were suppressed, and the freedom of learning in universities was 

restricted. 

 

The central organ of the German Confederation is the assembly in Frankfurt (am Main). 

However, this is not a democratic assembly, but a delegation of representatives. In fact, the 

idea of overthrowing the old order and the tendency to seek new ones did not suddenly 

emerge in the German public opinion. Its origin goes back to the defeat against the French in 

Jena in 1806. On the one hand, this defeat was bitter, While imposing foreign domination and 

exploitation, the renewal of the powers brought with it the need and idea of getting rid of the 

old system and attaining a new structure. 

 

The reform movements that developed in this way became unbearable all over 

Germany.Despite different political origins, the idea of unity of the nation-state became 

parliamentary. University students' associations (Burschenschaft) were the pioneers of the 

national movement. The idea of the unity of Germany was presented to the public for the first 

time at the festival in Wartburg on October 18, 1817. After the 1830 July Revolution in 

France, many European countries' National revolutionary movements increased in Germany. 

Reforms were strengthened in the south-southwest region, where the first parliamentary 

bodies were formed.  

 

A great political demonstration and meeting was held in Hambach on May 27-30, 1832, and 

the policies of the German Confederation were protested at the festival, which was held with 

the participation of thirty thousand people from all over Germany. Black-red-gold flags were 

decorated with the words "Germany's Rebirth" and banners symbolizing the fight for 

freedom, unity and prosperity were carried. However, the reaction of the state was harsh: 

most of the speakers were arrested and the open display of black- red-gold colors was 

forbidden.” However, these national feelings, which filled people's hearts, fed a growing 

wave of excitement at that time, and similar initiatives were constantly made. As for 

Germany's national anthem today, it was written in 1841 by August Heinrich Hoffmann von 

Fallersleben. 

 

 In 1848, the February Revolution, which broke out with the effect of the process of 

capitalism to complete itself in France, spread like a storm to Tsarist Russia on the eastern 

border of all continental Europe. One of the reasons why this wave is stronger than others; 



 

The demand for citizenship and human rights began to take root gradually, and the other was 

the struggle and consciousness of the developing working class to raise their living standards. 

The reason why this movement started in France is Prof. Thadden attributes the stronger 

industrialization of France compared to Germany to the fact that many German states show 

the characteristics of pre-industrial society, and points out that this is the proclamation of the 

first workers' rights movement in Europe.  

 

The noble oligarchy in England replaced the safety valves in time. Since he learned to loosen 

it as he came, during the 1848/1849 revolution years, while the boilers were exploding in 

other parts of Europe, this period was quiet here. This frightened the Prussian and Habsburg 

(Austrian) monarchy and the domination system of other German states. Firstly, with the 

current that started in Austria, where Metternich had to flee, the Czechs and Hungarians also 

demanded their freedom. The entire Habsburg state is in danger. The Hungarian resistance 

was suppressed with the help of Russian troops and the monarchy was saved. He removed the 

throne and established his power that would last until 1916. After Franz Joseph dissolved the 

parliament that was established during the revolution, he brought a constitution to the state. 

This military victory, won with the help of the Russians, came out faster than the reform and 

parliamentary forces. The failure of the revolution movement showed itself in practice a year 

later. Monarchy gained and only some political freedoms gained value. This liberal 

revolution movement originating in France caused a certain wave of excitement in Germany 

as well. Various meetings were held and certain requests were brought to the fore. 

Accordingly, the pro-revolutionists wanted a parliament to represent the whole of Germany 

and the elections to be held with the participation of all Germans.  

 

According to them, Prussia should become a federal state. For this reason, they took the 

proposal of the Prussian king to wear the German imperial crown. In return, they asked the 

king to promise to draw up a constitution and open a parliament. However, he refused to wear 

this crown from the supporters of the revolution. Thereupon, the people forced the king to 

make a decision. 

 

 On March 18, 1848, the King promised a constitution for Prussia in Berlin, and promised 

help for the construction of a federal German state and an integrated German parliament. 

Following this, the people of Berlin gathered in front of the palace for a show of gratitude to 

the king. However, the king was frightened by this crowd and ordered his soldiers to evacuate 

the square. During this turmoil, two gunshots were heard. Although no one was injured, the 

fire of the revolution lit its first sparks. Barricades were set up in the streets, the king's 

soldiers and the people came face to face.102 King of Prussia IV. Friedrich Wilhelm sought a 

point of departure from this environment with enthusiastic words that stylized him as the 

leading fighter of German unity.  This uprising was stopped by the king's promise to give the 

people the desired liberal constitution, and the liberal movement was successful.  

 

A similar view is put forward by Alexander Scharff. According to him, the German 

revolution of 1848 was a holistic German revolution, it had no class, no single state, no origin 

and geography such as workers, peasants or bourgeois.  It is also surprising that new forces 



 

emerged from the old system so quickly and almost without war. 105 However, there are also 

those who argue that the revolution, as a result of the Prussian monarchy's overthrow, could 

only scratch the surface of the system and not turn into a radical gain.106 Indeed, this 

movement, which also opened a parliament at first, led to the increasing conflicts between the 

liberal bourgeoisie and the great landed nobility of Prussia. As a result, it started to lose its 

power. By December 1848, the army was now in a position to dissolve parliament without 

danger and the king to draw up the constitution. In May 1849, the popular uprisings that 

wanted to force the constitution from the bottom were suppressed in Saxony, Palatinate and 

Baden. Revolution was also doomed to failure in Prussia.  

 

The most important institution brought to Germany by the March 10 Revolution was the first 

German assembly, which convened in the Church of Paul in Frankfurt on 18th of May 1849. 

The first step of this assembly was taken at a meeting in Heidelberg. Upon the invitation of 

this meeting, 31st March - 5th April. Between 1848, liberal and democratic politicians came 

together in Frankfurt to prepare elections for a German national assembly and to establish a 

pre-parliament that would form the foundations of the state's constitution, and elected a 50-

member delegation from among them to control the work of the assembly. Paul's Church, 

which was attended by approximately 830 people elected with equal electoral rights from 

each region, approximately 550 of the members were academicians, 272 of which were 

university professors and lawyers, as well as 110 free traders, a few craftsmen, a peasants and 

the rest were wage workers from various regions. According to another source, it is almost 

impossible to give precise information about the exact number of members of the parliament. 

However, according to the same source, the following data were obtained during the 

discussions on "the fundamental rights of the German people" that lasted until the end of 

December 1848. In addition to these numbers, Treue states that the number of those who are 

not affiliated with any faction is surprisingly large, emphasizing that this shows how loose 

the organization of political life was at that time. In addition to this comment, it is necessary 

to take into account the following: taken under.  

 

After the disintegration, dissolution or dormancy of these dates, only factions and parties in 

accordance with the discourse of the period remained in Germany between 1849 and 1861. 

They were like disorganized faith communities. The government knew that the existence of 

parties did not necessarily comply with the essence of the rule.  

 

The 1850 Prussian association law and the 1854 German Confederation law of associations 

prohibited all kinds of associations with political parties." What will be the situation of 

Schleswig-Holstein?”  This was part of the international law and national issue. There was 

also the administrative policy and sectarian dimension of the issue, which of the two great 

German states (Catholic Austria and Protestant Prussia) would take the leading role? At this 

point, Germany In terms of its history, two new concepts have emerged: Greater Germany 

and Little Germany.  

 

The third problem was the social and democratic problem, the domestic political front: How 

will the people and the government be put in order? opinion among conservatives It was the 



 

source of the separation. It should be noted that the 1848 Revolution had a special importance 

for the Jews of Central Europe. This process has had a significant impact on their way of 

achieving equality. Namely, there were many Jewish representatives in the German National 

Assembly, which convened at the Frankfurt Paul Church in June 1848. Among them was 

Gabriel Riesser, who was elected vice president, among others. Paul's Church Constitution 

also included the following paragraph: "The exercise of civil rights is from now on 

independent of religious belief."  Thus, according to the result of the theoretical-methodical 

starting points sought in the previous discussions.  

 

 After 1849, the unity of the national state of Germany seemed possible in two ways: either 

through a new popular uprising against all dynasties/nobles and their power, or by a top-

down revolutionary movement under the hegemony of the Prussian state.116 After all, 

Austria was not included. The idea of a German Empire and the re-presentation of the crown 

to the Prussian king gained weight. This being the case, the Frankfurt parliament inevitably 

came face to face with the resistance of the Habsburg Dynasty. But they, too, were aware that 

they could not prevent this process on their own, and therefore they felt the need to get the 

support of Russia and France, the other big states that would not be satisfied with a German 

state union led by Prussia, and got closer to these two states. 

 

 

3. Pan-Germanism 

 

Pan-Germanism is a political idea that initially supports the unification of all german-

speaking people under a single state named Greater Germanic Reich. The concept's origin 

reaches the time of the Napoleonic Wars in which romantic nationalism was born.  

 

Pan-Germanism and nationalism differ in one main way. Pan-Germanism classifies people 

purely on their Germanic language and motivates people to define their identity based on race 

and bloodline instead of national boundaries. German nationalism rejected the inclusion of 

German-speaking people outside of Prussian national borders, but all German speakers were 

included in pan-Germanism. 

 

In 1860, Prussia and Austria had become the most powerful states with German-speaking 

leaders both seeking to expand their influence and territory. Unlike Prussia, Austria did not 

have an absolute majority in regard to German-speaking people since it was a multiethnic 

settlement. After the Prussian victory in the Austro-Prussian War, Otto von Bismarck’s one 

of the most powerful weapons was nationalism. Bismarck could not use the power of pan-

Germanism during the unification for a few different reasons, the most important one was 

that if he were to support pan-Germanism he would have to welcome Austria into his 

kingdom which in the following years would be a great threat to his authority. 

 

 



 

4. Frankfurt Parliament (May 1848-June 1849) 

 
Otherwise known as the German National Assembly, Frankfurt Parliament is a preliminary 

parliament that tried and failed to achieve the unification of German states. The parliament 

consisted of liberal leaders from all German states, including Austria, to act as the main 

parliament in between the states. Issues that were held and debated on ranged from long-term 

plans for the new unified Germany to Germany’s then-current territorial extent. The liberal 

Heinrich von Gagern was elected as the first and the last president of the parliament.  

 

After having much indecision and concluding a war because of it, the parliament finally 

adopted a proposed constitution for Germany on March 28 1849. This document provided for 

universal suffrage, parliamentary government, and a hereditary emperor. Germany was to 

have a unified monetary and customs system but would maintain the internal autonomy of the 

constituent German states. However, around the same time Austria had proclaimed a new 

constitution which mandated that either the entire Austrian Empire would become a part of it 

or none of it would.  

 

When the election of an emperor took place in the national assembly on March 28, 290 votes 

were cast for Frederick William of Prussia against 248 abstentions. On April 3 the king 

received a deputation from the assembly that came to offer him the crown. The offer was 

refused. Frederick William was too deeply conservative to receive a German imperial crown 

from any hands except those of the other German princes. Prussia also rejected the proposed 

constitution. Without the support of neither Austria nor Prussia, Frankfurt Parliament has shut 

down on June 18 1849.  

 

 

5. Customs Union (Zollverein) 

 

Zollverein, also called the German Customs Union, is a coalition of German states formed for 

managing tariffs and economic policies within their territories. Even though it formally 

started running on 1 January 1834, the foundations for the union had been in development 

since 1818 with multiple customs unions among different German states. What makes 

Zollverein this significant is that it was the first instance in history in which independent 

states consummated a full economic union without the simultaneous creation of a political 

federation or any other unification of any kind.  

 

Prussia was the main driver behind the union so it was not a surprise Austria was excluded 

from Zollverein as a whole. At the time the reasoning for the exclusion was that Austria had a 

highly protected economy, which was true nevertheless.  

 

By the founding of the North German Confederation in 1867, Zollverein had produced 

several economic agreements with various non-German states including Sweden and 



 

Norway. Post Unification, in 1871, the Empire assumed control of the customs union. 

However, not all states within the Empire were part of the Zollverein until 1888. 

Subsequently, Luxembourg was a state independent of the German Reich but stayed in the 

union until 1919.  

 

 

6. The Erfurt Union and Punctuation of Olmütz 

 
Erfurt Union was a conference called by Prussia to unify German states with the joint 

leadership of Prussia and Austria. This idea was undoubtedly rejected by Austria and other 

large German states also opposed the idea which concluded the Punctation of Olmütz.   

 

Austria never intended to have equal power as Prussia, During the Erfurt Union, Austria 

sidetracked the Prussian plan by declaring the old confederation reconstituted. Subsequently, 

Austria forced King Frederick William IV of Prussia to replace Radowitz with a more pro-

Austrian visioned Baron Otto von Manteufel and consequently signed the Punctuation of 

Olmütz and withdrew his proposal of unified Germany.  

 

 

 

7. Autumn Crisis 

 
Autumn Crisis or better known as the November Crisis was a political military conflict in 

Germany. The radical conservative Austrian Empire led the German States which wanted to 

restore the German Confederation after the revolutions of 1848-1849 while Prussia wanted to 

create a new federal state under the name Erfurt Union. If Prussia did not back down at last 

this crisis would have caused a war in Germany.  

 

From the unsuccessful attempt of the Frankfurt Parliament to the start of the Autumn Crisis, 

the Austrian-Prussian opposition grew however the core reason for the crisis was far from 

that. It was the situation in the state of Kurhessen. Austria and Bavaria wanted to invade 

Kurhessen on behalf of the German Confederation in order to assist the prince there. To 

achieve this Austria would have to go through the military road that connected Prussia and 

Kuhressen, Prussia wanted to protect this road militarily. However Prussia had to fear 

democratic uprisings in the event of war; moreover, Russia would have supported Austria. 

Therefore, in the Punctation of Olmütz Prussia abandoned its Union policy and agreed to the 

restoration of the German Confederation. Prussia negotiated conferences in Dresden to 

discuss a possible reform of the Confederation. However, these conferences resulted in only 

minor changes, so that in the summer of 1851 the old German Confederation was essentially 

restored. 



 

 

 

8. Realpolitik 

 
Realpolitik is a style of politics that was founded by Bismarck. According to Realpolitik, a 

country should protect its own interests and the country that carries out Realpolitik expects 

the same from the other countries. This policy was the reason why German States unified. 

Although it is one of the best ways to conduct a country, it is not possible to apply Realpolitik 

on every occasion. It was possible due to the similar interests of the German States at that 

time. Each German State wanted to unify under one of the wealthiest and strongest German 

Empires. For example, it is not possible in present-day Germany due to their internal affairs.  

 

 

9. Second War of Schleswig 

 
On the 18th of November 1863, Denmark declared that the Duchy of Schleswig was a part of 

the Danish Kingdom. Most of the People of Holstein was German but the situation of 

Schleswig was complicated. Danish people and German people were nearly the same in 

quantity at that time. The Prussian Kingdom of course didn’t accept this and with the march 

of Austrian Soldiers across the border of Holstein, the war started. Although Austrians and 

Prussians were in a power struggle, Austrians were on the side of Prussia. The battle was not 

too complicated and hard due to the Danish lack of technology. It was one of the first wars 

that a bolt action rifle -Needle Gun- was used and it created a huge advantage. The battle took 

nearly a year and on 30th of October 1864, the Treaty of Vienna was signed. Schleswig-

Holstein was left to Austria and Prussia.  

 

 

10. Austro-Prussian War 

 
Although this war has many names in German, it is mostly used as “Austro-Prussian War” or 

“Seven Weeks’ War”. After these Seven Weeks, Northern German States were unified under 

Prussia and the German Confederacy led by Austria collapsed. Northern German States also 

created a new union named “Kleindeutschland” which with full understanding means “Little 

Germany”. This war was fought between the stated “German Confederacy” and Prussian 

Kingdom, its allies, Italy and Italy's allies. This war affected the unification of Italy. Venice, 

being an Australian state at that time, was annexed by Italy.  

 

The Austro-Prussian War will be the main topic of this committee since it was the beginning 

and the most important part of the unification. German States were looking for a leader for 

themselves to unify them. The reason behind these expectations was the past events such as 

the 30 Years War, Age of Enlightenment, Renaissance and Reformation. All those events 



 

caused major after-effects in history and German People were harmed between two sides. 

These sides were Catholics and Protestants, Austria and Prussia in the Austro-Prussian War 

and even the whole of Europe in the 30 Years War. 

 

 

11. Franco-Prussian War 

 
After the Prussian victory in the Austro-Prussian War, France’s dominant position over 

Europe was being questioned. The French were already provoked by Otto von Bismarck and  

according to some historians, the reason was to induce four independent German States 

namely: Baden, Württemberg, Bavaria, and Hesse-Darmstadt to join the North German 

Confederation. Already provoked French Parliament voted upon the declaration of war 

against Prussia on 16 July 1870 and started the invasion on 2 August. Although they were 

early to start the invasion, German Forces were superior in numbers, training, and 

technology.  

 

Due to German superiority, they quickly advanced in eastern France. After the Siege of Metz 

and the Battle of Sedan, French Emperor Napoleon III was captured by German forces. A 

new government was formed after the event and continued the war for five more months until 

the Siege of Paris which lasted 4 months until the fall of the city.  

 

After the Fall of Paris, German States proclaimed their union under Prussia with the 

exception of Austria. The Treaty of Frankfurt was signed on 10 May 1871, which implies the 

annexation of Alsace-Lorraine and billions of francs to the German Union as war indemnity. 

Alsace-Lorraine became an imperial land and was renamed Reichsland Elsaß-Lothringen. 

The importance of this war is it’s being the last event of German Unification. It altered the 

balance of power in Europe and its effects lasted for a long time. At the same time, 

Bismarck’s authority was maintained and he reigned with Realpolitik for two decades. 

 

 

12. Finalization of Unification 

 
After the Victories of the Austro-Prussian War and the Franco-Prussian War, German States 

were determined to unify under the Prussian Empire and they did so. After the Unification, 

Germany started to improve democratically. A new parliament named Reichstag was formed 

and it gave the German Citizens more rights. All Males who have passed the age of 25 were 

able to vote. Consequently, the elections were transparent and it was impressive for those 

times. Even though the Reichstag was democratic, legislation required the consent of the 

Bundesrat which was formed by the representatives coming from the federations forming the 

empire. It would not be wrong to say that the Bundesrat was controlled by Prussia, making it 

undemocratic.  

 



 

The German Union was a Federation but it was under the hegemony of Prussia. After the 

Unification, all armies besides the great ones such as Bavaria and Saxony. Also the States 

actually did not have enough rights to speak on the government. For example, the State 

Secretaries, who were bureaucratic top officials in such fields as finance, war, foreign affairs, 

etc. acted as unofficial portfolio ministers. The İmperial Chancellor of the Empire was also 

the Prime Minister of Prussia. The Chancellor also had the right to make laws. In this case, 

the Reichstag was kind of bypassed.  

 

 

13. Aftermath 

 
The German Union was a powerful federation until World War I. Realpolitik made by Otto 

von Bismarck was successful enough to improve the country for many years. Otto von 

Bismarck himself was a successful leader. However the Emperor Wilhem was crowned in the 

Versailles Palace, which was really important for the French People and France. Bismarck, 

for sure, knew this would have consequences. In his reign, Chancellor Otto von Bismarck is 

said to have nightmares of Russia and France attacking Prussia. The newly formed empire 

was governed with Realpolitik, but the mind behind the Empire was paranoid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


