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Letter from Secretary General

Most esteemed participants,

It it my utmost pleasure to welcome everbody to MUNAAKAL'23,the exact
organization that will give you a hand for you to Witness The Quality.

As it is known very well,MUNAAKAL is the legacy of contributive vision,diligent
efforts,testing the limits and actualizing the quality.Under this phrase,as your
secretary-general,I invite every atendee of ours to understand the nature of
MUNs,develop yourselves in various fields,study in accordance with the goal of your
committee,execute your task,socialize,meet new people,and lastly,enjoy our
conference.

Keeping my statements short,I thanks to every each person who positively affected
to MUNAAKAL'23,the great legacy,without mattering how much they contribute or
when they did.

Hope to see everybody present and having a good process of 4 great days.

With my regards,
Eren EROĞULLARI
Secretary-General of MUNAAKAL’23
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Letter from Deputy-Secretary-General

Most Distinguished Participants,

It is my absolute honor and pleasure to be serving as the Deputy-Secretary-General
of MUNAAKAL’23 and I welcome you all to our conference.

One of our biggest goals is to provide an awesome experience to the Antalya MUN
society by holding the conference in the best possible way and giving you the
chance to Witness The Quality.

As your Deputy-Secretary-General, I highly encourage each of you to read your
committee’s study guide advertently, do extra research, and try to do your best. But
at the same time do not forget to meet new people, socialize and enjoy the
conference.

In addition, I want to express my gratitude towards my most distinguished
Secretary-General Eren Eroğulları for giving me this marvelous chance to attend as
a Deputy-Secretary-General of this conference and guiding me tirelessly on
everything I need to know about the executive process. I would also like to thank my
academic and organizational team for all of their efforts and every person who has
contributed to the conference.

If you have any questions regarding the conference or the committees please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Kindest Regards,
Gülşah Dirlik

4



Letter from Under Secretary General

My lovely delegates,

My name is Bedirhan CURA, I am 20 years old and I will be serving you as your
Under Secretary General responsible for UNESCO in this conference.

I welcome you with open arms and a warm heart.

UNESCO was out of my scope until this guide but I can say I enjoyed every minute
of preparation for it, and my ultimate wish is for you to develop and enjoy your time
with me as my delegates.

Unfortunately, our cultures and diversity matters are fading due to the dynamic
foundation of our world, but we should always protect and preserve it to remember
our past and shape our future according to it. There are great lessons we can have
from our past.

Preserving and protecting it in this state of the world is hard, but with your valuable
opinions, we just might be able to understand how to do it, and how to value our
history and culture.

All I want from you is for you to speak, debate, and ask bravely, you have no reason
not to do so. If you would do what I requested, you can believe that I will help you
with all the knowledge that I have and help you to be a better delegate and maybe a
better individual in some aspects of your life.

Kindest Regards,
Bedirhan CURA
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What is Unesco?
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization is referred to
as UNESCO. It promotes worldwide collaboration in research, culture,
communication, and information, which helps to maintain peace and security. To
hasten mutual understanding and a better comprehension of one another's lives,
UNESCO encourages knowledge exchange and the free exchange of ideas. The
2030 Agenda, agreed upon by the UN General Assembly in 2015, outlines the
Sustainable Development Goals that UNESCO's programs help to accomplish.

History of Unesco
In 1942, the Conference of Allied Ministers of Education brought together the
governments of the European nations fighting Nazi Germany and its allies in the
United Kingdom (CAME). Even though the Second World War was far from done,
those nations were seeking strategies to reconstruct their educational institutions
after the war ended. The idea immediately picked up steam and became more global
in scope. New governments, including the American government, made the decision
to participate. A United Nations Conference for the Establishment of an Educational
and Cultural Organization (ECO/CONF) was held in London from November 1–16,
1945, at CAME's suggestion. The meeting began just as the conflict was coming to a
close. It brought together delegates from 44 nations who decided to form an
organization that would exemplify a culture of peace. They believed that the purpose
of the new organization was to create the "intellectual and moral unity of mankind"
and avert the start of a new world war.

Functions of Unesco
The goal of UNESCO is to use education, the sciences, culture, communication, and
information to promote the establishment of a culture of peace, the eradication of
poverty, sustainable development, and intercultural understanding.

UNESCO seeks to foster conversation across civilizations, cultures, and peoples that
are founded on respect for shared ideals. The world can attain global ideals of
sustainable development—all of which are at the core of UNESCO's mandate and
activities—through this discussion, which encompasses respect for one another,
observance of human rights, and the reduction of poverty.

● Attaining quality education for all and lifelong learning
● Mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development
● Addressing emerging social and ethical challenges
● Fostering cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue, and a culture of peace
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● Building inclusive knowledge societies through information and
communication

AGENDA A Threats toward local cultures and bio-cultural diversity

What is Cultural Diversity?

Contrary to monoculture, the global monoculture, or a homogenization of cultures,
which is comparable to cultural evolution, cultural variety is the quality of various or
different cultures. Different cultures respecting one another's peculiarities is another
definition of "cultural diversity." It is frequently used to discuss the diversity of human
societies or cultures in a particular area or around the world. It alludes to the
incorporation of various cultural viewpoints within a group or civilization.

‘’A system of beliefs and behaviors that recognizes and respects the presence of all
diverse groups in an organization or society, acknowledges and values their
socio-cultural differences, and encourages and enables their continued contribution
within an inclusive cultural context which empowers all within the organization or
society
-Sociologist Dr. Caleb Rosado

How One Can Support Cultural Diversity?

-By connecting with people from different cultures, one can deepen your awareness
of other cultures. Without understanding, meaningful relationships may never arise.

-Don't impose ideals that might be in opposition to or conflicting with those of other
cultures on people.

-Recognize and comprehend how ideas related to the helping profession—like
family, gender roles, spirituality, and emotional health—vary widely among cultures
and affect behavior.
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What is Bio-Cultural Diversity?

Biological diversity refers to the variety of life on Earth. Cultural diversity includes the
variety of ways people think and behave. Geophysical diversity includes the variety
of physical features of the Earth. Abiotic diversity includes the variety of natural
elements and substances that make up the Earth. And, importantly, interactions
among all of these create biocultural diversity.

First-generation scholarship on BCD has focused on the relationships between
humans and non-human species, and how these relationships impact the
environment. However, the next wave of the scholarship will need to explore the
deeper connections between humans and non-human species, as well as the impact
of the environment on these relationships.

Language, knowledge, and the environment have always been intertwined. This
relationship is particularly apparent in the indigenous, minority, and local societies
that maintain close ties to their physical environments. Over time, these groups have
accumulated a wealth of wisdom about how to best use their environments and how
to protect them from harm. Traditional ecological knowledge and practices often
make indigenous peoples, minorities, and local communities very skilled and
respectful stewards of the ecosystems that need the most protection. Local, minority
and indigenous languages are important repositories and transmitters of this
knowledge and cultural behaviors, practices, and innovations.

Languages and cultures naturally evolve and change over time, but the world is now
experiencing a massive human-made extinction crisis of languages and cultures.
External forces are dispossessing traditional peoples of their lands, resources, and
lifestyles; forcing them to subsist in highly degraded environments; crushing their
cultural traditions or ability to maintain them; or coercing them into linguistic
assimilation and abandonment of ancestral languages. This cultural and linguistic
conversion of indigenous and other traditional peoples is not only a violation of their
human rights but also undermines the goals of nature conservation.

Measurement
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Quantum co-evolution units (QCUs) help measure the diversity of life in different
places and over time, with the aim of understanding how social-ecological systems
are resilient and identifying important cultural habitats for Indigenous peoples.

Linguistic Diversity

Cultural traditions are passed down through language, making language an
important factor in the existence of biocultural diversity. There has been a decline in
the number of languages globally. The Linguistic Diversity Index has recorded that
between 1970 and 2005, the number of languages spoken globally decreased by
20%. This decline has been especially observed in indigenous languages, with a
60% decline in the Americas, 30% in the Pacific, and 20% in Africa. Currently, there
are 7,000 languages being spoken in the world. Half the population speaks only 25
of these languages, the top 5 in the order being Mandarin, Spanish, English, Hindi,
and Bengali. The remaining 6975 languages are divided between the other half of
the population. Because languages develop in a given community of speakers as
that society adapts to its environment, languages reflect and express the biodiversity
of that area. In areas of high biodiversity, language diversity is also higher,
suggesting that greater diversity in culture can be found in these areas. In fact, many
of the areas of the world inhabited by smaller, isolated communities are also home to
large numbers of endemic plant and animal species. As these people are often
considered to be "stewards" of their environments, loss of language diversity means
the disappearance of traditional ecological knowledge (TEK), an important factor in
the conservation of biodiversity.

Hotspots
Our world is home to a remarkable diversity of cultures and environments, which
provide a wealth of valuable resources and unique experiences. From the misty
mountain ranges of the Himalayas to the lush jungles of Amazonia, bio-cultural
diversity hotspots are scattered across all corners of the globe, each offering an
array of exciting opportunities for exploration and discovery. Through travel and
adventure to these special destinations, we can gain an appreciation for both the
natural wonders and cultural treasures that our world has to offer.

Bio-cultural diversity hotspots are areas that are home to a large number of diverse
species, habitats, and cultures. These areas are often rich in natural resources and
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offer a unique opportunity to experience the wonders of nature and explore the local
cultures. Hotspots such as the Amazon rainforest or Galapagos Islands may feature
an array of rare species and unique ecosystems, while places like the Himalayas or
Andes Mountains provide an opportunity to explore some of the world’s most
stunning landscapes.

When visiting these bio-cultural diversity hotspots, it is important to be aware of our
impact on local environments and cultures. Sustainable tourism is key to helping
preserve these special places for future generations

Belem Declaration
Since the first international congress on ethnobiology in 1988, scientists have
become increasingly aware of the need to balance the biological and cultural
diversity of communities around the world. In order to ensure effective conservation
efforts, the Declaration of Belem was developed, which outlines eight steps.
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Severing Cultures

If the intertwining of nature and culture can have a positive effect on biodiversity,
then its opposite, cultural severance, is negative. Cultural severance is a serious
problem for conserving both nature and culture, as it leads to the separation of these
two important elements.

Creating deliberate cultural severance (even depopulation) can be effectively
"rewilding," but without direction. Landscapes that have been shaped by people who
have suffered depopulation may suddenly look "natural," yet may have fewer drivers
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for ecosystem functions. This can have negative consequences, despite the
increasing clamor for rewilding.

Cultural severance has occurred all over the world, with examples including the
conversion of upland moors and bogs in the UK to an intensive grouse mooring, the
conversion of prairie land in the US Midwest to intensive agriculture, and the removal
of Indigenous management of landscapes in Australia, Africa, and Latin America.

Cultural severance can cause dramatic reductions in ecological diversity. Many of
the species that have decreased in numbers and distribution have decreased
because long-term human involvement in the landscape has ended.

A New Understanding

Since 2018, there has been a new way of thinking about our relationship with the
environment, known as "nature's contributions to people." This concept is an
evolution of the idea of ecosystem services, which refers to the positive benefit the
environment provides to people. There is some controversy around this idea, as it
may not be universally accepted.

The concept of cultural diversity includes the contributions of people to nature, as
well as the feedback and connections between cultural and biological diversity. This
concept is best understood in diagrammatic form, with the relationships between
cultural and biological diversity shown as a network.

UNESCO recognizes cultural landscapes as important parts of biocultural diversity.
This growing list of places includes the Saloum Delta in Senegal, Norway's Vega
Archipelago, Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park in Australia, and the rice terraces of the
Philippine Cordilleras.

The people who live around landscapes have a long history of sharing knowledge
about how to maintain, manage, and reshape the land they live on. This can be
summarized simply as the "interaction between genes and memes" - inherited
culture.

Biological diversity refers to the variety of life on Earth, including the diversity of
plants, animals, and microbes. Cultural diversity refers to the ways different groups
of people express themselves, including their customs, traditions, and beliefs. The
links between these two types of diversity are what make biocultural heritage so
special. This holistic approach recognizes knowledge as something that belongs to
everyone, not just those who have been in the academic community for a long time.
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Importance of Bio-Cultural Diversity
More than half of the planet’s diversity of languages and cultures are held by only
5% of the population – the 370 million indigenous peoples. Yet these communities
have become the most marginalized, fractured, and least represented in society. For
every group that is dispossessed urbanized or assimilated, a culture vanishes –
taking with it ancient knowledge of the environment, unique ways of living,
irreplaceable skills, artistry, and ancient wisdom – the rich diversity of humanity. The
accelerating rate of disappearance of the world’s 6900 spoken languages are an
indicator – one is lost every two weeks and only half are still taught to the young.

The essence of these minority cultures and their insights are embodied in their oral
traditions. Anthropologists over the years have collected some of their stories from
the elders – a ‘last chance to preserve’ the oral heritage for outsiders.

The relationships between biological and cultural diversity, and the growing threats
they face in common, have drawn increasing attention over the last decade (e.g.,
Moore et al. 2002; Harmon 2002; Sutherland 2003). Building on pioneering
scholarship in ethnobiology, ethnobotany, and related fields, the concept of
biocultural diversity has taken hold (Maffi 2001) and is being spotlighted more and
more. Conservationists, among others, have begun to take the idea on board. This is
in line with a two-decade-long trend toward more receptivity to accounting for the
needs of people in nature conservation schemes. While by no means universal, this
attitude is now a firm part of conservation debates. It is now not unusual to read
prominent (though often rather superficial) declarations of the importance of
preserving biological and cultural diversity as a central conservation goal. Concerns
about these dual realms of diversity have found their way into major international
conservation communiques (e.g., the Durban Accord of the 2003 World Parks
Congress) and are enshrined in capstone international instruments, such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity.

*All of the paragraphs on the ‘’Importance of Bio-Cultural Diversity’’ are taken from
http://www.indigenouspeople.org.uk/bio-cultural-diversity/ to provide a better
understanding of the points of view of those who experienced the lack of bio-cultural
diversity or in a diasporic environment.

Bio-Cultural Diversity Faces Danger in Times of Crisis

Linguistic diversity is in very serious danger of disappearing, as many of the same
socioeconomic and political factors that are negatively impacting biodiversity are also
impacting language diversity. The current biodiversity extinction crisis is well known,
but a comparable, and converging, The crisis is affecting the world’s cultures and
particularly the diversity and richness of languages. There are currently around 6,000
oral languages in use around the world, and the total number of languages may go
up to over 10,000 if Deaf languages are included (which are commonly ignored in
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cataloging the world’s languages). Furthermore, linguistic diversity encompasses
dialects, registers, specialized lexicons, and the linguistic ecologies in which forms of
speech live. Many of these languages and forms of speech have disappeared in
recent decades or are at grave risk of extinction. Some are actively suppressed by
hostile governments; others are being replaced by larger languages spoken by
politically and economically more dominant cultures. Unless action is taken to
support and foster linguistic diversity, some scholars have estimated that perhaps
50% of the extant oral languages—possibly as many as 90%—may become extinct,
or doomed to extinction, by the end of the century. With the languages, also at risk
are the many forms of knowledge, wisdom, and world views developed by the
world’s diverse peoples in response to the challenges of survival, adaptation, and
satisfaction of human material and spiritual needs

What is Cultural Heritage?
Artifacts, monuments, a collection of structures and locations, and museums are
examples of cultural heritage. These items have a variety of values, including
symbolic, historical, artistic, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological, scientific, and
social significance. It encompasses tangible heritage—movable, immovable, and
submerged—as well as intangible cultural heritage (ICH) incorporated into natural
and cultural artifacts, locations, or monuments. The term doesn't include ICH
associated with other culturally specific areas, including festivals and celebrations. It
discusses prehistoric art and industrial history.

Cultural Heritage Types

-Built Environment

Culture is defined as "the set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and
emotional features of a society or a social group that encompasses art and literature,
lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems, traditions and beliefs" by the
UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001). Urban culture thus
encompasses cultural ideas found in an urban environment from both a functional
and anthropological standpoint.

An urban area is considered to have a historic layering of cultural and natural values
and attributes regarding topography, geomorphology, hydrology, and natural
features, as well as the built environment, both historic and modern, infrastructures
above and below ground, open spaces and gardens, land use patterns, and spatial
relationships. Additionally, it incorporates economic processes, social and cultural
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practices and values, and the intangible aspects of heritage as they relate to
diversity and identity.

In light of this, the phrase "cultural built heritage" refers to a broad notion that
encompasses all significances attached to the built environment in urban, rural,
coastal, or regional settings. Such attributions of meaning could be fetishistic,
nostalgic, personal, emotional, historical, artistic, or even technological. There can't
possibly be a firm idea of it. It is a moving, shifting, always-changing phenomenon
surrounded by increasing parentheses as it incorporates more and more information
and accepts all sorts of importance, whether official, marginal, emergent, or
intangible.

-Natural Environment

Natural characteristics, geological formations, defined regions that serve as the
habitat for endangered animal and plant species, and sites that are valuable from the
perspectives of research, conservation, or natural beauty are all considered to be
part of the natural heritage. Natural environments, marine ecosystems, sanctuaries,
reservoirs, zoos, aquariums, and other privately and publicly protected facilities are
also included.

-Artefacts

Artifacts, monuments, a collection of structures and locations, and museums are
examples of cultural heritage. These items have a variety of values, including
symbolic, historical, artistic, aesthetic, ethnological or anthropological, scientific, and
social significance. It encompasses tangible heritage—movable, immovable, and
submerged—as well as intangible cultural heritage (ICH) incorporated into natural
and cultural artifacts, locations, or monuments. The term doesn't include ICH
associated with other culturally specific areas, including festivals and celebrations.
Both cave paintings and industrial legacy are covered.

Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Tangible cultural heritage is the term used to describe tangible artifacts created,
preserved, and passed down through generations in a civilization. It consists of
works of art, architectural treasures like structures and monuments, and other
material manifestations of human ingenuity that have been given cultural importance.
‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ indicates ‘the practices, representations, expressions,
knowledge, and skills as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts, and cultural
spaces associated in addition to that"—that communities, groups, and, in some
cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage (UNESCO, 2003). Oral
traditions, performing arts, local knowledge, and traditional skills are a few examples
of intangible heritage.

The 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Assets
was created and ratified in response to the need for various preservation and
protection strategies for tangible and intangible heritage. The Convention recognizes
the importance of intangible cultural heritage as a source of cultural diversity and a
catalyst for sustainable development, and it stipulates the interdependence between
intangible cultural heritage and tangible cultural and natural heritage. UNESCO led
the effort to recognize and promote living human treasures, or "persons who possess
to a very high degree the knowledge and skills required for performing or recreating
specific elements of the intangible cultural heritage," in recognition of the importance
of people for the expression and transmission of intangible cultural heritage.

Why is Cultural Heritage Important?
Cultural legacy is a way of life that a community has passed down to the next
generation. It was developed over time.
It refers to cultural landmarks, monuments, folklore, customs, languages, practices,
artistic expressions, ideals, etc. that are thought to be extremely important to
maintain for upcoming generations. People have a link to particular societal norms,
religious beliefs, and rituals thanks to their cultural background. Additionally, it
enables them to connect with people from similar backgrounds. Cultural heritage
enables people to better comprehend earlier generations and the history of their
origins, as well as to have a sense of togetherness and belonging within a group.

Cultural heritages come in both tangible and intangible forms. A palpable cultural
legacy is present physically. It comprises structures, historic sites, monuments, and
artifacts that are thought to be valuable enough to be preserved for the future. They
include items important to a particular culture's archaeology, architecture, science, or
technology. Because they offer a tangible foundation, objects are crucial to the study
of human history. Movable and immovable (or mobile and immobile) legacy are both
parts of a tangible heritage. A building is an example of an immovable heritage that
cannot be transported, as opposed to a mobile heritage that can.
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The absence of a physical presence is a typical definition of intangible cultural
heritage. It includes customs or ways of life that have been passed down to us from
our ancestors, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social customs, rituals,
holiday celebrations, knowledge and customs related to nature, religious
ceremonies, the ability to make traditional crafts, music, dance, literature, theater,
languages, and cuisine. Since an intangible heritage can only be experienced and
cannot be preserved in a safe place, it is extremely challenging to preserve. To
defend it, more than any one person or group could, the entire community must work
together. This is due to the sense of identity that an intangible legacy provides. We
may safeguard our intangible cultural heritage in a variety of ways.

For example, using our native tongue helps us maintain our ethnolinguistic identity. It
might disappear if we don't use our language. Carnivals and festivals, which are
associated with our national holidays, are vibrant and enjoyable. But consider the
damage we may cause if a yearly event like a festival or carnival that draws visitors
from both inside and beyond the neighborhood does not happen within a year.
Utilizing a heritage as frequently as possible is the best way to keep it alive.
Or without these explanations, we can list the importance of cultural heritage. Some
fundamental considerations are:

Personal Identity: Cultural heritages are an individual's past. By looking, studying,
researching, and interacting, one can understand their past and the lives of their
ancestors. Since every country has its history, one can interact more and more to
understand their past.

History: On a very wide scale and in connection with preservation, cultural heritage
narrates a people's history. Each tradition and relic works together to illuminate our
ancestors' past and to show us how they lived. The things that have been passed
down help to improve the history it chronicles by revealing to us what they believed
to be significant.

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGES
AND ITS IMPORTANCE

The importance of intangible cultural heritage is not the cultural manifestation itself
but rather the wealth of knowledge and skills that is transmitted through it from one
generation to the next. The social and economic value of this transmission of
knowledge is relevant for minority groups and mainstream social groups within a
State and is as important for developing States as for developed ones.
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The abundance of knowledge and abilities that are passed down through intangible
cultural legacy, rather than the cultural manifestation itself, is what makes it so
important. This information transmission has social and economic importance for
both minority and mainstream social groups within a State, and it is crucial for both
established and developing countries.

Recognition
Recognizing the worldwide credentials of professionals from various cultural
backgrounds in immigrant-receiving nations aids diasporic* groups in maintaining,
respecting, and accommodating their traditions. By expanding their approaches to
services, cultural offers, and businesses, host communities are enriched by the
recognition of these qualifications. When smaller communities are attempting to draw
immigrants but their host communities lack the diverse cultural resources to do so,
this issue becomes especially crucial.To assimilate newcomers and to take
advantage of their culture and professional experience, international qualifications
are recognized.

Diaspora: A minority group who lives or resides in a community that does not include their
tradition or values or their own geographic origins.  e.g Palestinians in Israel, Jewish
peoples, and Turkish people who reside in a foreign country.

HOW TO PRESERVE CULTURAL HERITAGE, IN
CULTURALLY DIVERSE SOCIETIES

Even though it is vulnerable, intangible cultural heritage plays a crucial role in
preserving cultural variety in the face of accelerating globalization. Understanding
other societies' intangible cultural legacies facilitate cross-cultural communication
and fosters respect for diverse cultural practices.

It involves passing on knowledge, skills, and meaning in order to protect them. In
contrast to producing tangible expressions, such as a dance performance, song,
musical instrument, or craft, safeguarding focuses on the procedures involved in
sharing intangible cultural heritage from generation to generation.

-Preservation of culture and heritage through education
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In the contemporary global world, the appreciation of cultural heritage should be
spread through an integrated educational approach. It is important to promote
long-term cultural heritage preservation through education. It is a method for
preserving both tangible and intangible cultural assets.

-The role of media in preserving culture and heritage

Cultural heritage preservation has benefited greatly from digital storage. Sharing of
historical and cultural assets has become possible on a global scale. The most
common method of preservation, digital storage is also the way of the future.

-How do the arts strengthen cultural values?

People express their creativity in a number of ways, including formal theatrical
productions, sculptures, paintings, and structures, as well as less formal arts such as
music and food festivals, celebrations, unofficial cultural gatherings, pickup bands,
and crafts clubs. A community's cultural assets are made up of all of these official
and informal, tangible and intangible, professional and amateur creative and cultural
activities. A community's health, economic viability, sense of identity, and heritage
depend on these activities, which span a wide range of locations, spaces, levels of
professionalism and participation, goods, events, consumers, creators, and critics.

-Protecting culture and heritage
Tangible cultural heritage must continue to be relevant to culture, be frequently
practiced and learned within communities, and be passed down through generations,
in order to be preserved. Protection requirements for tangible assets differ
significantly from those for intangible cultural property, which must be ensured that it
can be passed down from one generation to the next (natural and cultural).

-Cultural rights and freedom

Human rights with a focus on ensuring the enjoyment of culture and its elements
under the principles of equality, human dignity, and non-discrimination are known as
cultural rights. These are rights pertaining to, among other things, minorities, access

19



to culture, intellectual property rights, author's rights, participation in cultural life, and
cultural output.

Every person with a specific cultural, religious, racial, or linguistic heritage has the
right to enjoy their culture, profess and practice their faith, and use their language in
a community with other people of that background.

-The preservation of cultural heritage in times of conflict
Human causes that contribute to the unintentional or deliberate loss of our legacy
include theft, conflict, social disorder, terrorism, negligence, and vandalism (Teijgeler,
2001). Armed conflict continues to be the most troubling and intractable of these
concerns. Regrettably, recent events have shown us repeatedly how shockingly
damaging a violent conflict can be to a nation's history. Without a doubt, the final
decade of the 20th century was distinguished by the symbolic loss of heritage that
has been unmatched for many generations.

Disasters must be controlled or at least their impact must be minimized. The disaster
management cycle should encompass topics pertinent to each stage, including
preparation, response, rehabilitation, rebuilding, prevention, and mitigation. However,
it should be understood that each collection, each structure, and each circumstance
are distinct and that each institution must develop a special disaster plan in order to
be ready for any eventuality.

-Preserving our heritage and improving our environment

It is acknowledged that preserving historic structures promotes environmental
sustainability. By preserving the embodied energy in the existing structures, heritage
building preservation encourages sustainable development by reducing the energy
consumption associated with waste disposal, destruction, and new construction.

Cultural heritage is under attack from socioeconomic pressures, the growing pace of
urbanization, environmental deterioration and climate change, and pressures from
international tourism.

-The role of civil society in preserving heritage and culture
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The greatest strategy to preserve heritage and foster chances for social and
economic growth will be discussed during this panel discussion. The discussion will
focus on best practices from past encounters. Modern ideas, methodologies, and
best practices will be used to mobilize civil society around

Besides these reasons, preserving and protecting cultural heritage and heritage sites
has economic benefits.

Cultural heritage preservation is defending against forces that would alter or erode a
community's artifacts and traditions. Restoring old structures, teaching an ancient
craft, or compiling traditional tales are a few examples that come to mind.
Communities must value their cultural history. It offers them a way to reflect on their
past in a way that shapes who they are today. The communities are given new
opportunities to prosper as a result.

Keeping things local and doing as much good for their communities as they can are
priorities for many people who support cultural conservation efforts. The first to be
given these possibilities are frequently individuals who are poor or on the periphery
of society. In this way, by providing individuals with employment and educational
opportunities, cultural preservation lowers poverty and benefits communities.

Heritage Tourism
Tourism is supported and encouraged by cultural heritage protection. One of the key
ways cultural heritage preservation can help a community fight poverty is through
heritage tourism. It frequently strengthens a town's economy and can develop into
one of its key industries. While traveling, a lot of visitors visit cultural landmarks,
engage in culturally enriching activities, and stay longer at these locations. Thus,
leading to an economic boost around the area.

Jobs for local residents both directly involved in tourism-related activities (such as
museum docents or re-enactors) and those unrelated to tourism are created as
tourism grows (such as the food industry or local shops). As their business grows,
employers can afford to pay their staff members more. Seeing the economy develop
and thrive also inspires people to open new enterprises or relocate existing ones to
these tiny towns. According to a Pakistani study released in February 2020, tourist
growth significantly enhances a community's overall quality of life.
A 1% increase in tourism can enhance the GPD by 0.051%, agricultural
development by 0.26%, direct foreign investment by nearly 2.65%, and potentially
decrease poverty by 0.51%
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-Examples of Cultural Heritage Preservation

The Rural Revitalization Drama Festival is an illustration of a cultural heritage
preservation initiative that has significantly benefited a tiny, rural community. It takes
place in the Chinese village of Shixia and features traditional Chinese opera. Shixia
was a poor village in 2010, but the festival's increased number of tourists has led to
additional jobs. It has increased options for extra income, prompted former villagers
to return, and encouraged residents to create enterprises in the hamlet. The festival
has also drawn attention to other local cultural gems, fostering greater tourism and
preservation initiatives. Prior to 2019, they had to outsource production; however, by
2019, they were able to buy the equipment required to process their own millet
crops.

In addition to being crucial for culture, these disciplines and practices also provide
many people with opportunities for jobs and education. For instance, Escuela Taller
in the Philippines has developed educational programs in various traditional fields
including metalwork and carpentry. In order to provide for themselves and their
family, rural women in Peru received training in making traditional textiles.
JoinTrafalgar and the TreadRight Foundation helped the Centro de Textiles
Tradicionales del Cusco start this project in 1996.

-How Heritage Preservation Reduces Poverty

By preserving cultural heritage and passing on old, artisanal crafts to future
generations, poverty is decreased and communities are aided. By preserving
cultural heritage, one can communicate to others the value and deserving
protection of the people and communities that are home to these museums,
landmarks, and traditions. Empathizing with a community might motivate people
to fight against the razing of property or buildings. It can motivate people to give
money and even launch charitable organizations. By enhancing community
visibility and empowerment, preserving cultural heritage helps to eliminate
poverty. It may initially appear to solely be about showing a nation's history, but
there is more to it than that. Modern people have a shot at a prosperous future
due to the preservation of cultural heritage.
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Smuggling of Cultural Heritage

-UNESCO’s Stand
Cultural property theft, looting, and illegal trafficking are all crimes. People are
deprived of their history and culture, which over time diminishes societal
cohesiveness. It supports organized crime and aids in funding terrorism.

UNESCO aims to address this issue in a direct and forceful manner.

Since its inception, UNESCO has been creating legal precedents, such as the 1970
Convention, which represents the conclusion of a protracted process of thought on
the struggle against the illicit trade in cultural property. Acting to stop the illegal trade
in cultural property and safeguard cultural assets is a collective responsibility.

—

-UNODC’s Stand
Cultural heritage is a part of humanity's collective past. Multiple international
protocols have emphasized the necessity of conserving it because it is such a
special and significant testament to the evolution and identity of people.

The trafficking of cultural property by organized criminal groups is on the rise, both in
open markets like auctions and the Internet as well as in hidden black markets. As
the earnings of crime are increasingly being laundered, trafficking in cultural property
is now emerging as a significant source of funding for terrorist organizations.

Several actions that are part of the trafficking of the cultural property could ultimately
lead to the disappearance, erasure, removal, or theft of precious things. The human
race is denied access to historical data and artifacts from its common history, while
criminals earn handsomely from this illegal trade. For instance, a large number of
artifacts and monuments from earlier eras are still buried underneath. Archaeologists
are unable to learn about the past when ancient artifacts are stolen and the locations
where they were buried are destroyed by looting. Even while there is significant
looting occurring all across the world, the attempts to combat the trafficking of

23



cultural property have not yet been commensurate with the seriousness and scope
of this criminal manifestation.

-UNODC Response

The significance of UNODC in strengthening the international response to this crime
in terms of criminal justice and crime prevention is highlighted by the growing
identification of the transnational criminal elements involved in the trafficking of
cultural property.
In order to confront major crimes involving the trafficking of cultural property when
committed by organized crime groups, UNODC aims to maximize the possibilities of
the United Nations Convention against Organized Crime. The Convention contains
many provisions that are applicable to the transnational crime of trafficking in cultural
property, and many of these articles give States Parties the ability to band together
to combat transnational criminals in order to save their shared cultural legacy. In
addition, the adoption of the International Guidelines for Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and
Other Related Offenses by the General Assembly has given the international
community a new tool to assess and improve its responses to this type of crime.

-About the 1970 Convention
State Parties are urged to take action to forbid and prevent the unlawful import,
export, and transfer of ownership of cultural property by the 1970 Convention on the
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export, and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property. It gives the States Parties a uniform framework for
the actions to be taken to forbid and prevent the importation, exportation, and
transfer of cultural property.

The Convention's main goal is the restoration and restitution of cultural property, and
it has a responsibility to fundamentally protect peoples' identities as well as to
advance peaceful societies in order to enhance the spirit of solidarity.

As a result, the Sustainable Development Goals outlined in the UN 2030 Agenda are
fully consistent with the 1970 Convention.
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-Historical Context

More States were becoming independent by the 1950s. These emerging nations
seek to establish a global agreement to stop the illegal trade in cultural property.
Their main worry at the time was the expansion of the black market, particularly the
dismantling of monuments and historic sites to satisfy the demand.

The 1970 Convention was then presented to the 16th session of the Organization's
General Conference and approved on November 14 of that same year.

With the help of this Convention, UNESCO has emerged as a leader in the struggle
against the illegal trade in cultural property.

-Principles
Prevention
The 1970 Convention gives a central role in prevention. Essential to the fight against
illicit trafficking of cultural property, prevention can in particular consist of :

● the regular establishment of inventories;
● the establishment of export certificates;
● the application of controls and approval of traders;
● the application of criminal or administrative sanctions;
● the organization of information and education campaigns.

*Directly taken from UNESCO.

Restitution

Articles 7 and 13 of the 1970 convention provide the provisions for restitution.

For objects inventoried and stolen from a museum, public or religious monument, or
a similar institution, article 7 paragraph (b) (ii), provides that States Parties should
undertake appropriate measures to seize and return any cultural property stolen and
imported. Article 13, states that parties are responsible at the national level in terms
of restitution and cooperation.

*Directly taken from UNESCO.
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-International cooperation

The 1970 Convention includes enhancing international collaboration between States
Parties as one of its guiding principles.

States Parties are obligated to take part in any coordinated international operation
under Article 9 of the Convention. It allows for the option of taking more specific
steps within the context of global cooperation, such as negotiating bilateral
agreements based on Article 9 or regulating the export, import, and global trade of
intellectual property.

UNESCO invited the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law
(UNIDROIT) to research private law issues that are not explicitly addressed by the
1970 Convention in order to be more effective in the battle against the illicit trafficking
of cultural property. The Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects
(1995), which adds private law, to the Convention of 1970.

According to Article 9 of the Convention, bilateral negotiations between States are
encouraged in cases of return or restitution that do not fall under the preceding
provisions, such as those involving items stolen from private property, those
originating from unauthorized excavations, or those that have not yet been listed.

The UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee (ICPRCP) can also be solicited to
facilitate bilateral negotiations between States concerning requests for the return and
restitution of cultural property. The return or restitution of cultural property will
therefore be carried out in the spirit of the 1970 Convention.

What harms do smuggling cause to cultural
heritage?

Several actions that are part of the trafficking of cultural property could ultimately
lead to the disappearance, erasure, removal, or theft of treasured possessions. But
who is behind the thefts, what drives them, and where do these items end up?
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There hasn't been much systematic research done on persons who steal, traffic, and
sell cultural property. Numerous robberies from museums and private homes seem
to be committed by untrained individuals who take advantage of minimal security
(Council for Museums, Archives and Libraries, 2003). On the other hand, small-time
criminals lack the connections and relationships necessary to sell this plundered or
stolen goods for prices greater than those set by pawn shops. For instance, the
facilitation of the sale of stolen art frequently includes the corrupt or careless help or
facilitation of individuals working for art galleries, auction houses, transportation
firms, curators, insurance companies, or public officials.

Organized crime groups generate substantial illicit earnings through the trafficking of
cultural property, which is also used to launder criminal funds. There are currently
numerous international registries where stolen things can be reported and images
displayed as a result of how prevalent the problem of stolen cultural artefacts has
become. The main organization for international police cooperation, INTERPOL,
established a database specifically for missing works of art many years ago. The
database's goal is to publicize descriptions and images of the most recent (or most
sought-after) stolen works of art as well as to make recovered works of art whose
owners have not yet been identified visible.

● Illicit item excavation
Illegal excavation of artifacts from the archaeology and paleontology fields is another
occurrence. This is particularly concerning because doing so could harm historical
sites and lessen the chance to learn more about them. When an object is taken from
its location, its scientific value is lost, and it now only has economic value.

● Market for fake artwork and artifacts
Fake artwork contaminates the real market. Disrupting the networks involved in the
problem of the massive amount of forgeries flooding the market is a very
complicated phenomenon that calls for a high degree of expertise.

Possible Measures
More nations joining bilateral and international agreements on the right ways to
handle and exchange it will be necessary for better long-term management of the
worldwide trafficking in stolen or looted cultural property. To dissuade dishonest
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buyers and sellers, enforcement of these agreements among ratifying nations must
keep getting better. In fact, some of the most successful investigations have included
proactive law enforcement tactics to combat organized crime, like undercover and
sting operations, as well as insider information from the vast network of art dealers,
galleries, and auctioneers. These strategies also include the United Nations
Organized Crime Convention, which makes reference to its usefulness as a tool and
as the necessary legal framework for international cooperation in battling "offenses
against cultural heritage" in the preamble of the General Assembly resolution 55/25
that adopted the Convention.

Where they do not already exist, thorough inventories of public collections should be
created in order to improve ownership records and the reporting of lost or stolen
objects. Additionally, it is essential to raise public awareness of the value of cultural
heritage to the history of a nation and its citizens as well as the necessity to
conserve it. The International Guidelines for Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and Other Related
Offences, which were adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its
resolution 69/196, include this and other practical approaches.

Questions to be Addressed

- How we can improve our vision of culturally-different lifestyles?
- How we can stop discrimination regarding culture?
- What can be done to improve ourselves as a whole to understand other

cultures and their members?
- What measures can be taken to educate our youth about cultures?
- What can be done to protect bio-cultural diversity and the survival of local

cultures?
- What measures can be taken regarding the smuggling of cultural heritage?
- What ways can we find to minimize the damaging of cultural heritage?
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